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Message
from our
CEO,

Dear Friends,

In all my years working at The Children's Home of
Pittsburgh, I've noticed that one of the most meaningful
parts of our mission is the friendships that form within
and around this organization. These friendships aren't
just moments we witness; they are the threads that hold
our community together. They are the everyday
reminders that we're all connected, all rooting for one
another.

Fred Rogers captured this beautifully when he said, “It's
our job to encourage each other to discover that
uniqueness and to provide ways of developing its
expression.” When | think about the friendships that grow
here, between children, families, staff, volunteers,
partners, and supporters like you, | see those truths
come alive. Friendship, at its heart, is encouragement. It's
the gentle way we help each other feel seen, discover
our strengths, and express who we are.

This season’s newsletter is full of these connections.
Friendship truly is at the core of who we are.

Over the past several months, we've had the joy of
getting to know even more of our neighbors and
partners here along Penn Avenue and throughout East
Liberty. These relationships continue to grow, and with
each new connection, our foundation gets a little
stronger and our reach a little wider. More families and
individuals learn that there is a safe, trusted place they
can turn to. And whether we're sharing advocacy efforts,
teaming up on programs, or simply showing up for each
other, these friendships create a stronger, kinder
community.

You'll see that spirit in the stories we're sharing in this
issue. You'll meet children like Sam and Ali, whose
friendship reminds us how courage grows in the
presence of someone who sees you. These stories
represent the magic happening throughout our
programs every day.
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We're also celebrating the many friends who lift our
mission in big and small ways. You'll read about the
generosity of Vinnie Candelore, the excellence of our
partners at Duquesne University, the commitment of
Representative Lindsey Powell, and the meaningful
support of Highmark. You'll also meet some of our
volunteers, board members, and staff whose hearts
and hands make this work possible. Their dedication
is a daily reminder of what it means to show up for
one another.

Friendship is more than just a theme for this
newsletter; it's the way we approach our purpose.

I believe deeply that every child, family,
and individual who comes through our
doors should feel seen, supported, and
surrounded by people who care. They
deserve to know they are not alone and
that they have a team of friends who
will walk beside them in moments of
uncertainty, healing, and hope.

As we look ahead to our upcoming events, such as
our Innovations in CVI workshops and community
fundraisers with new partners like 412 Gives Back, | am
filled with gratitude. Every time our community steps
forward, whether to give, volunteer, advocate, or
parter with us, | feel that same sense of friendship
and shared mission. It's humbling and it's energizing.

Thank you for being part of this work. Thank you for
being part of our community. Most of all, thank you
for being a friend to The Children’'s Home. Your
friendship creates moments of comfort, connection,
and possibility for every child and family we serve.

With sincere gratitude,

0.

Stacy Schesler
Chief Executive Officer
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Creating More Space for Healing and Support

We are excited to share an important milestone
in The Children’s Home of Pittsburgh’s ongoing
commitment to meeting the growing needs of
children, families, and individuals across our
region. We have officially purchased the
former McCabe Brothers Funeral Home
property on Penn Avenue, expanding our
physical footprint to support future growth in
critical services.

For more than 150 years, McCabe Brothers
Funeral Home served Pittsburgh families with
compassion, dignity, and care before closing in
2023. The McCabe family business was a trusted
presence in the neighborhood for generations,
supporting  families  during life's  most
challenging moments. We are honored to carry
that legacy forward by repurposing the property
to continue serving families, children, and
individuals in need.

This purchase builds upon our long-term vision
for growth and community partnership. In 2022,
The Children’'s Home acquired the former St.
Lawrence O'Toole Church property as part of a
strategic effort to strengthen services and
better support the surrounding community.
While long-term development plans for that site
are still being finalized, we are pleased to
partner with the City of Pittsburgh, which is
currently renting the property during the Penn
Avenue construction project to help alleviate
construction-related closures and disruptions.

The former McCabe property will play a critical
role in expanding our behavioral health and
family support services.

“We continue to see rising referrals and long
waiting lists for mental health services,” said
CEO Stacy Schesler. “Families are struggling
while they wait, and our most recent
Community Health Needs Assessment
identified women, youth, and family mental
health as one of the region’s top priorities.”
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In June 2025, The Children's Home opened its
outpatient counseling suite with an open house
and ribbon-cutting ceremony, featuring opening
remarks from Mayor Ed Gainey and participation
from Representative Lindsay Powell in support of
our mental hedlth initiative. Since that time,
demand for counseling services has increased
rapidly, underscoring the urgent need for
additional capacity.

The expanded space will allow us to reduce wait
times by increasing therapy rooms, hiring
additional counselors, and creating trauma-
informed and sensory-friendly environments
designed to support healing and comfort for
every client we serve.

For more than 130 years, The Children’s Home has
continually evolved to meet the changing needs
of families in our community. This expansion is
another step forward in that legacy—ensuring
more children and families can access timely,
compassionate, and high-quality mental health
care. We are grateful for the opportunity to grow
alongside our community and look forward to
expanding our outpatient mental health

counseling services to meet this critical need. 1




Answering the Call for
Mental Health Support

In the last twelve months, the counseling services program at The Children’s
Home of Pittsburgh has nearly doubled the number of sessions held from
298 to 580. The program has also welcomed new counselors to the team
and launched new support groups to better serve our clients.

Strategic partnerships and community engagement have been central to
this progress. The program established a collaboration with Allegheny
Health Network’s Women's Behavioral Health department and expanded its
community presence through outreach at UPMC Children’s Hospital and the
Allegheny County Disability & Mental Health Summit. These efforts have
strengthened referral pathways, increased visibility, and enhanced the
program’s ability to connect clients with comprehensive care.

In the coming year, the program will focus on refining and deepening its
areas of specialization, including women’s mental health and care for
neurodivergent youth, both areas in which staff bring significant expertise.
Investments in staff credentialing and physical space will support continued
growth while maintaining high-quality, evidence-informed care. As the
program evolves, it remains grounded in a client-centered approach,
prioritizing empathy, responsiveness, and adaptability to meet the complex
and changing needs of individuals and families. I

< (460

INCREASE IN CAPACITY
FROM 2024 TO 2025

SCHEDULE AN
APPOINTMENT TODAY

</
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The Children’s Home

Ali and Sam’s bond at Child’s Way reflects the heart
behind our 25th Annual Shake Yinz Booties Gala.

Like any daycare, Child’'s Way is filled with laughter, learning, and play. But it's also a
place where extraordinary friendships are formed. Among them is the sweet bond
between Ali and Sam, two preschoolers whose connection reminds us why inclusive
spaces matter.

Jacob Wood, Clinical Nurse Manager of Child’s Way,
has the privilege of watching these moments
unfold every day.

“I love watching the children grow and learn

in their own way,” Wood said. "One of my

favorite parts of my day is going to the

preschool classroom and seeing Ali and

Sam. I'm always excited to see them even BT
though I'm immediately ‘arrested’ for v

stealing ‘money and coins.”

Sam and Ali are the best of friends and
the best police officers in Pittsburgh.

Their imaginative games are more
than just play. They're building trust,
confidence, and joy together. “I
always know that if | am having a
bad day, | can go see Ali and Sam
and they will put a smile on my
face,” Wood added.

7 | The Children‘'s Home of Pittsburgh




That joy is something the entire Child’s Way team sees. Nurse Hollie Sciere reflects on Ali's
progress over the years: “Ali has grown so much. He's always making sure his friends are
okay.” It's a simple but powerful example of the empathy and connection that flourish within
Child’s Way.

This year, Ali and Sam served as Family Ambassadors at the 25th Annual Shake Yinz Booties
Gala on April 18. Their friendship represents the heart of Child’s Way, a place where children
of all abilities learn, grow, and support one another. Because at Child’'s Way, friendship isn't
just part of the day. It's part of the mission. i

Watch Sam and Ali’s
friendship in action.
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The 25th year of The Children’s Home Annual Gala was more than a
celebration, it was meaningful, impactful, and truly unforgettable. Thank
you for being part of Shake Yinz Booties 2026, an evening filled with +
generosity and incredible moments shared together. We were honored to

have Aditi Kinkhabwala as our emcee, whose presence and enthusiasm
elevated the entire experience. We are also deeply grateful to our lead guests in

sponsor, PJ Dick, whose unwavering support and partnership helped attendance
make the evening possible.

auction items
helping drive

$322,000+

raised to support children,
families & individuals
through our six programs.
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Honoring

Highmark’'s

Impact

2026 Rita Carey Nealon, MD

Memorial Award Recipient

The Children’s Home is honored to present
Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield with the
second annual Rita Carey Neadlon, MD
Memorial Award. Dr. Carey Nealon was a
trailblazer in medicine and one of the first
women to graduate from the University of
Pittsburgh Medical School in 1939. She was the
first pediatrician at The Children’s Home and
also served Pittsburgh through local
neighborhood clinics and children’s hospital.
Dr. Carey Nedlon exemplified what it means to
be a pilar of compassion in the community.

Highmark has been an advocate and
champion of The Children’s Home for over
two decades. In 2006, the Highmark
Foundation supported staff education and
retention, marketing efforts, and continued
their support through the expansion of the
Transitional Infant Care (TIC) Hospital and
Child’'s Way programs. In 2014, Highmark
provided funding for the expansion of the
Pediatric Specialty Hospital, adding 14 patient
care rooms to the hospital to address the
increase in admissions and the hiring of
additional nurses and clinical staff. This
initiative allowed The Children’'s Home to
increase access to quality healthcare for
vulnerable pediatric patients, while increasing
revenue for the Pediatric Specialty Hospital to
ensure long-term financial stability.

childrenshomepgh.org

In early 2019, the Highmark Foundation joined
The Children’s Home of Pittsburgh to improve
the quality of education and technology in the

Pediatric Specialty Hospital by launching
Ready. Set. Home! Highmark helped to
standardize Ready. Set. Home!, which has
improved long-term outcomes for families by
empowering them to confidently care for their
child and greatly reduced readmission rates.

Most recently, the Highmark Foundation
supported the expansion of The Children's
Home Outpatient Pediatric Therapy Program
including essential equipment for the therapy
gym, funding for marketing efforts to grow
referrals, staff recruiting and retention, and
professional development for staff.

We are beyond grateful for Highmark's
unwavering support of The Children’s Home.
Their commitment to The Children's Home has
fostered innovation and expansion that
continues to change and positively impact
the lives of families and children that come
through our doors. 1

Second Annual Rita
Carey Nealon MD
Memorial Award
Video
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The Impact of Art:

A Creative Collaboration
with VC2 Art

For more than four years, The Children’s Home of
Pittsburgh has been fortunate to partner with
VC2 Art and its founder, Vinnie Candelore.
Vinnie's impact began with a simple, heartfelt
gesture, donating custom art shoes and a
painting of Andrew McCutchen to support the
children, families, and individuals we serve,
quickly grew into a meaningful relationship
rooted in creativity, compassion, and shared
purpose.

4

Since then, Vinnie has brought thoughtful artistry
into the halls, hospital, and classrooms of The
Children’s Home in impactful ways. His work has
helped visually capture and share the heart of
the organization’s mission, from collaborative
art pieces that tell powerful stories to hands-on
art experiences with children in Child’'s Way
daycare and hospital programs. Through each
project, his creative approach helps raise
awareness and highlight the hope, healing, and
connection that take place every day.

“Working with The Children’s Home has meant
more to me than | can really put into one
paragraph,” Vinnie shares. “It started a few
years ago with me donating custom shoes and
a painting, just to support however | could at
the time. But over time it turned into a real
friendship and a partnership that’'s helped
shape how I think about my work.”

e — - - 5 i —
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He reflects on painting with the children before last year’'s gala as a
turning point. “Seeing what art did in that room, how it lit people up,
how it shifted the energy, how it gave everyone a reason to smile
and feel connected, it pushed me to believe in what I'm doing at
VC2 on a deeper level. It reminded me this is not just art or content.
It's real people showing up for each other in the midst of very
heavy and complicated circumstances.”

Vinnie’s continued partnership exemplifies the power of
collaboration and community support. The Children’s Home is
grateful for his ongoing commitment and for the many ways his
work helps tell our story in meaningful and inspiring ways. I

Have a partnership idea for The Children’s
Home? We'd love to hear it. Reach out to
info@chomepgh.org and let’s create

something meaningful together.
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Volunteer Spotlight

Tell us about yourself

| am a proud Pittsburgh native and Pitt
graduate (H2P!) currently working in medical
device sales. When I'm not running around

the hospital, you can usually find me on the
lacrosse field coaching, browsing one of
Pittsburgh’s many incredible record stores,
or experimenting in the kitchen with new
healthy recipes. During the summer, | love
tending to my garden and hiking with my
family. Above all, I'm passionate about
finding meaningful ways to make an impact
within our community.

What inspired you to join the Shake Your Booties committee?

I'm fortunate to be part of a family that has always prioritized giving back, and my parents have set an
exceptional example of what it means to be active, compassionate community members. After attending
SYB 2025 with family and friends, | had the privilege of speaking with many community members about the
impact and importance of The Children’s Home’s work. Those conversations opened my eyes to the
incredible opportunity to bring a new generation into this mission. I'm excited to help expand awareness
and engagement among young people in the Pittsburgh community, and | am grateful for the chance to
contribute in my own small way.

What would you tell others who are interested in volunteering or becoming involved at The Children's Home?
Having worked in and around healthcare for years, I've had countless opportunities to witness the
life-changing power of competent, compassionate, and comprehensive care. But you don’'t have to work in
healthcare to recognize that The Children’s Home embodies this standard in an extraordinary way. From the
moment you step inside, you can feel the passion and energy of everyone committed to supporting the
children and families they serve. Take a tour, and you will witness firsthand how staff & leadership exemplify
what it means to provide holistic resources (truly, no aspect of wellbeing is overlooked) for the community
here in Pittsburgh and beyond. Whatever your strengths, interests, or talents may be, there is a meaningful
space for you within The Children’s Home community! I
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Behlnd the Board

Shareholder and Vice President, Strassburger McKenna Gutnick & Gefsky

For more than fifteen years, Julie Kline has been a steady force of dedication,
compadassion, and vision at The Children’s Home of Pittsburgh. As the current Board
President, and a longtime supporter, Julie’s leadership continues to shape the future of

our organization and the families we serve.

A Little About Julie

Julie is deeply rooted in family life, sharing
her home with her husband and their
beloved furbaby, Rocky, a spirited Skye
Terrier. When she’s not leading initiatives at
The Children’s Home, you'll likely find her
enjoying the outdoors, playing golf, or
cheering on her favorite sports teams. And

when it's time to unwind? She |oves
streaming suspenseful dramas and
mysteries.

A fun bonus fact: Julie is the youngest of
nine children and she got married at
Disney World!

15 | The Children’s Home of Pittsburgh

Why She Serves

Julie's path to The Children’s Home began
with a personal mission. She had been
considering starting a foundation to
support families whose children spent
much of their early lives in the hospital.
When she shared this idea with a friend
and client, longtime Board Member
Georgette Pascal, doors began to open.

Georgette connected Julie with former CEO
Pam Keen, who invited her to visit The
Children’s Home. That visit changed
everything.

“] visited The Children’s Home... the rest is
history,” Julie reflects.

Inspired by what she saw, Julie joined the
Board in 2009, and her impact has been
felt ever since.

Julie is driven by a simple, powerful belief:
that every child, especially those born with
complex medical conditions, deserves
compassionate care, opportunity, and joy.

Helping children who were born with
challenges through no fault of their own,
she says, is what keeps her going year
after year!



Roles & Memories

Over her years of service, Julie has taken
on nearly every leadership role available:

e Board President (twice)

¢ Vice President

e Treasurer

» Executive Committee

e Finance Committee

e Governance Committee

e Co-Chair of Shake Your Booties (three

times!)

Each role reflects Julie’s unwavering
commitment to  strengthening the
organization and ensuring that medically
complex children and their families receive
the support they deserve. Her fondest
memories center around those moments
of joy, especially watching Santa visit
Child’'s Way and seeing the pure delight on
the children’s faces.

What Makes

The Children’s Home Special?

If Julie had to explain The Children's Home
to someone unfamiliar with the mission,
she’d keep it simple and straightforward:
“A place dedicated to helping medically
complex children and their families.”

This simple description captures the heart
of who we are and why Julie continues to
be one of our greatest champions.

The Children’s Home is honored to have
dedicated individuals, like Julie, who serve
on the Board of Directors. We extend our
deepest gratitude for her years of service
and for sharing her story.

Thank you, Julie! i
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CONMNUNIITRY

Leadership that Lifts Our Community

We are excited to spotlight Representative Lindsay Powell. She has shown a
lot of support for The Children's Home of Pittsburgh and we are so grateful.
After touring our campus last April, Lindsay has remained a strong champion
of our mission, including attending our Outpatient Counseling and Mental
Health Suite Open House this past June. A dedicated advocate for affordable
healthcare, Lindsay has been a catalyst for positive change across the health
care industry, helping to advance access and support for children and families
in our community.

"Every parent wants their child to grow up supported, comfortable, and free to
play, learn, and simply be a kid. When a serious medical challenge arises, the
last thing a family should have to worry about is how they’ll afford the care
their child needs. That's why | introduced legislation to make paid medical
leave an option for families—so parents can focus on what matters most:
being there for their children and accessing places like The Children’s Home,
where kids don't just receive care, they learn to truly thrive. I'm also proud to
co-sponsor legislation for universal healthcare in Pennsylvania, because no
family should face financial hardship to get the care they deserve. Together,
these measures will help ensure that every child has the support and security
they need to grow healthy and strong.”

- Representative Powell I




Penn Ave Pals

Thank you to our Penn Ave business partners for
supporting our 2026 Shake Yinz Booties gala.

third space bakery

CO-0OP & TEACHING KITCHEN

ONE
POINT

ONE




STRENGTHENING A
LASTING PARTNERSHIP

The Children’s Home of Pittsburgh and Duquesne University

The Children’s Home of Pittsburgh and Duquesne University have cultivated a meaningful
partnership over the years, rooted in shared service, learning, and community impact.
Duqguesne students have completed clinical rotations alongside The Children’s Home's
Therapy Services team, gaining valuable hands-on experience while providing critical
support to children and families. Beyond the clinical setting, Duquesne students have also
dedicated their time and talents during The Children’s Home’'s Summer Camp week,
helping to create joyful, memorable experiences for the children we serve.

A Special Day

That spirit of collaboration was on full display on February 25, when The Children’s Home
hosted Duquesne University's Won't You Be My Neighbor program in partnership with
Duquesne’s Center for Catholic Faith and Culture. The initiative spotlights community
partners and introduces their work to the broader Duquesne campus.

“It has truly been a blessing, honor, and privilege
to be welcomed into the spaces of The Children’s
Home of Pittsburgh over the past several years,”
shared Michelle L. McCann, Assistant Clinical
Professor/Doctoral Capstone Coordinator and
Assistant Dean of Community Engaged Learning
and Service in the Rangos School of Health
Sciences. Reflecting on the ongoing
collaboration, she added,

“These experiences have deeply enriched our
students within the Rangos School of Health
Sciences and have strengthened their
understanding of compassionate, community-
centered care.”

The gathering reinforced a shared commitment
to education, service, and advocacy, highlighting
a partnership dedicated to making a lasting
difference for children and families across the
Pittsburgh region.
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A Gift Through Your
Donor-Advised Fund
Can Change Lives

If you have a Donor-Advised Fund (DAF), you have a simple and impactful
way to support The Children’s Home of Pittsburgh

A DAF allows you to recommend a grant using funds you've already set aside
for charitable giving. This means you can make a meaningful gift today,
without affecting your day-to-day finances, while supporting the specialized
care and services that children, individuals, and families rely on.

Why consider giving through a DAF?
e It's quick and easy to recommend a grant
e You can give from funds already designated for philanthropy
e Your support goes directly toward providing compassionate, family-
centered care

Your generosity helps ensure that
every child, individual, and family
receives the care, comfort, and
support they need during some
of life’s most critical moments.

For more information about
giving through a Donor-Advised
Fund, please contact Taylor
Dozier at tdozier@chomepgh.org,
or call 412-441-4884. 1

Interested in
DAF giving?
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STAFF SPOTLIGHT

For Gina, working at The Children’s Home of Pittsburgh feels like coming full circle. Having grown up
in Bloomfield, she appreciates being back in the community where she was raised while doing
work she loves.

Gina attended Seton Hill University, where she studied Music Education with a concentration in
Voice Performance. She began her career working in a daycare and later earned her Daycare
Director Certification from Carlow University. After transitioning into healthcare administration at
West Penn Hospital and later Forbes Hospital, Gina realized she wanted to return to working with
children. She applied for a position at The Children’s Home and was soon hired.

Now nearly two years into her role, Gina says the most rewarding part of her job is building
relationships with families and watching the children grow. Much of her work supports the Pediatric
VIEW Program, where she often speaks with families before meeting them in person.

“When they come in for their appointment and | finally get to meet them, it closes the circle,” Gina
said. “It's nice for families to meet the person who helped schedule their appointment and answer
their questions.”

Gina is also known for bringing energy and positivity to the workplace. She organizes fun activities
for staff, from holiday theme days to potluck gatherings and seasonal celebrations.

Outside of work, Gina has performed as a vocalist in several locations, including Walt Disney World,
Washington, D.C,, a Pittsburgh Pirates game, and at Kennywood. For Gina, the most meaningful
moments happen when staff gather in the hallway with streamers to celebrate a child being
discharged.

“That's one more child we helped,” she said. “It takes a
whole team working together to help families get healthy
enough to go home.”

She says that teamwork is what makes The
Children’s Home such a special place to work.
“Each department helps people in its own way,
and together it makes a real difference.” i

Join our team! Visit childrenshomepgh.org to
learn more.
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Become a Friends Club Monthly Donor

The Friends Club is a group of monthly donors dedicated to improving the lives of
children and individuals in need. Their ongoing support provides The Children’s Home
with reliable, sustainable funding.

$10 $25 $50 $100

provides welcome provides gift cards for covers one day of provides emergency
bags for Pediatric birthparents in need of food, care in Child’'s Way©  assistance for children
VIEW patients clothing and other needs daycare in our TEMP program

CREATE YOUR
OWN FUNDRAISER!

o When you create your own fundraiser for & / <
/ : The Children’s Home of Pittsburgh, you're =5
/. doing more than raising funds—you're
helping children, families, and individuals
access life-changing care and support.

4 RAISED!

F

Whether you're celebrating a milestone,
honoring a loved one, rallying coworkers, or
simply looking for a meaningful way to give

back, your fundraiser helps strengthen
families and build brighter futures.

S‘\

Thank you PTMS!

k. . See more photos from the

Email tdozier@chomepgh.org : =Ml Peters Township Middle School

to get started! TR S Dance-A-Thon that benefited
The Children’s Home!
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HELP US CONTINUE
TO SUPPORT
CHILDREN, FAMILIES

& INDIVIDUALS

Support your community with a meaningful donation today!
Visit www.childrenshomepgh.org/ways-to-help/donate-now.




