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The Children’s Home of 
Pittsburgh & Lemieux Family 
Center, established in 1893, 
is an independent, non-profit 
organization with a mission to 
promote the health and wellbeing 
of infants and children through 
services which establish and 
strengthen the family.

Our three programs: Adoption, 
Child’s Way®, and the Pediatric 
Specialty Hospital, along 



3

OUR MISSION

with supportive stays for patients 
and families in the Lemieux Family 
Center, work independently and 
collaboratively 
to accomplish our mission.

The Children’s Home believes in 
supporting a family today to secure 
a child’s tomorrow. 

Essential to this philosophy is lifting 
barriers to services and providing 

support with financial assistance, 
no-cost services, and advocacy for 
vulnerable children and families in 
need. Examples include ensuring 
no family receives a medical bill if 
insurance falls short in the Pediatric 
Specialty Hospital, childcare fee 
scholarships in Child’s Way, and 
no-cost birthparent counseling in 
Adoption. 
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A mission statement tells the outside world 

what we do. Numbers show the outside 

world what we’ve accomplished.

Take, for instance, the number 10,000. 

That’s the combined hours from 

140 volunteers’ efforts in Fiscal Year 2019 

at The Children’s Home. One example 

of many, the remarkable commitment 

and kindness found at our 127-year-old 

organization, every day, makes us truly 

one of a kind.

It takes a village, as the saying goes, but 

what makes us special are our villagers: 

163 extraordinary staff, powered by 

1,158 generous community donors, 

partnered with more than 900 people to 

better the lives of children. 

Our mission to children and families 

is driven by people. And their work is 

done with heart. To our families, donors, 

volunteers, staff and community, thank 

you for making The Children’s Home of 

Pittsburgh & Lemieux Family Center a 

special place.

A NOTE FROM THE CEO

“IT TAKES A VILLAGE, 
AS THE SAYING GOES, 

BUT WHAT MAKES 
US SPECIAL ARE OUR 

VILLAGERS.” 
-PAMELA KEEN, CEO
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OVER

1,158
COMMUNITY MEMBERS 

AND BUSINESSES
DONATED FUNDS OR 

IN-KIND ITEMS.

163
STAFF MEMBERS 

WORKED
TO CARE FOR

CHILDREN AND 
FAMILIES.

900
MORE THAN

PEOPLE WERE 
SERVED

THROUGH THE 
CHILDREN’S HOME’S
THREE PROGRAMS.

14
0+
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10K
HOURS
IN VOLUNTEER TIME
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There are kids that never know what 
a stable, loving family should be. 
But every kid deserves a chance to 
be loved, no matter what. 
Every kid deserves a family.

– Robert and Jess Black

“

“
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Growing up in foster care isn’t always 

easy. It’s a life of maybes and general 

uncertainty, bouncing around from 

temporary homes and shelters, and 

lacking the structure that a loving family 

provides.

Joey’s life was once like that. He didn’t 

get to go to school on a regular basis. 

His biological parents weren’t caring for 

him. Eventually, a judge placed him in 

foster care, and he began a long journey, 

alone, as a ten-year-old.

But one day, something wonderful 

happened to Joey. Robert and Jess came 

into his life. They were working with The 

Children’s Home of Pittsburgh & Lemieux 

Family Center to adopt from foster care, 

and they were shown information about 

Joey, including his photo. And that 

changed everything.

“There was a photo of Joey with this big 

smile on his face. We just fell in love with 

him. It felt right,” Jess says. 

Jess and her husband, Robert, opened 

their home to Joey. He opened his heart. 

He was finally able to be a kid — going 

to school, playing outside and making 

friends. Meanwhile, Robert and Jess got 

the son they always wanted.

“There are kids that never know what a 

stable, loving family should be. But every 

kid deserves a chance to be loved, no 

matter what. Everyone deserves a family,” 

Robert says.

JOEY’S ADOPTION FROM 
FOSTER CARE JOURNEY
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ADOPTION STATISTICS

FILLING THE GAPS

THE SWAN PROGRAM HAS GROWN SINCE ITS START
IN 2012, HELPING MORE KIDS IN FOSTER CARE THAN EVER. 

*THE STATEWIDE ADOPTION AND PERMANENCY NETWORK (SWAN) PROGRAM GROWTH,
NUMBER OF SERVICES RENDERED BY THE CHILDREN’S HOME

‘10-’11 16

‘11-’12 25

‘12-’13 70

‘13-’14 122

‘14-’15 153

‘15-’16 143

‘16-’17 188

‘17-’18 187

‘18-’19 177

*UNITS OF SERVICE
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BLAIR
BERKSCRAWFORD

ALLEGHENYLAWRENCE

REGIONAL LEADER

THE ADOPTION PROGRAM WORKS ACROSS NINE COUNTIES
TO FACILITATE PLACEMENT OF CHILDREN IN FOSTER CARE. 

61
61 BIRTHPARENTS RECEIVED PROFESSIONAL

COUNSELING & SUPPORT.

400
MORE THAN 400 INDIVIDUALS WERE SERVED

BY THE ADOPTION PROGRAM LAST YEAR.

CAMBRIA
MIFFLIN

ERIE

ARMSTRONGWESTMORELAND

FISCAL YEAR ‘19
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JACKSON’S STORY 
“They say it is a one in a million 

diagnosis,” Robert explains. He’s 

talking about his son, Jackson, who was 

diagnosed with acute flaccid myelitis, 

a polio-like condition that affects the 

nervous system and weakens muscles 

and reflexes. “It was completely 

overwhelming,” Robert says, describing 

the time shortly after Jackson was 

diagnosed. 

Jackson’s condition means that he needs 

a powerchair to get around, as well as 

ongoing nursing care to stay healthy. But 

otherwise, Jackson is just like any other 

kid — curious, fun and outgoing.  

“We knew that we didn’t want Jackson 

just sitting at home with an in-home nurse 

while we were at work. We wanted him to 

be able to go to a preschool-like setting 

and have those experiences,” Robert 

explains. On the recommendation of 

Jackson’s speech therapist, Robert and his 

wife, Nicole, looked into Child’s Way®.

Unlike traditional daycares, Child’s 

Way is designed to care for medically 

fragile children. Teachers and pediatric 

nurses work together to create a safe 

environment, where children can learn 

and become school ready.

Now a year later since enrolling, Robert 

says Jackson loves Child’s Way. “It has 

been perfect for him. It’s a place where he 

can socialize with kids his age and make 

friends. On our car ride home, we always 

take turns telling one another our favorite 

parts of the day. He loves telling me what 

he learned and the activities he did with 

the other kids.” 

Finally, Jackson receives the medical 

care he needs at Child’s Way, including 

physical and occupational therapy during 

his daycare day. 

Robert and Nicole want Jackson to 

transition to an inclusive school setting 

when he’s old enough. And with the help 

of Child’s Way, he’ll be prepared for that 

next step, when it comes.
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“CHILD’S WAY® 
HAS BEEN PERFECT FOR 
JACKSON. IT’S A PLACE 

WHERE HE CAN SOCIALIZE 
WITH KIDS HIS AGE AND 

MAKE FRIENDS.”
– ROBERT BECK 
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CHILD’S WAY® STATISTICS

A PLACE FOR EVERYONE
SINCE 2012, WHEN CHILD’S WAY BEGAN OFFERING BEFORE-AND-AFTER

SCHOOL CARE AND SUMMER PROGRAMMING, THE NUMBER OF OLDER

CHILDREN AND YOUTH HAS GROWN TO NEW HEIGHTS. 

75

2525% of program participants
last year were older children

and youth benefiting from
before-and-after school

and summer programming.

75% of program participants
last year were infants and
young children benefiting
from the daycare.
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500
SINCE OPENING IN 1998, CHILD’S WAY HAS

SERVED OVER 500 MEDICALLY FRAGILE
CHILDREN AND FAMILES.

68
IN FY ‘19, OVER 68 CHILDREN

WERE SERVED BY THE PROGRAM.

SUPPORTING FAMILY CAREGIVERS
CHILD’S WAY OPERATES FROM 6:30AM-6:00PM TO PROVIDE CHILD CARE FOR FAMILIES THAT

NEED TO WORK OR GO TO SCHOOL. THE PROGRAM WAS OPEN FOR 250 DAYS LAST YEAR.
THERE WERE 251 WORK DAYS LAST YEAR (ACCOUNTING FOR HOLIDAYS AND WEEKENDS).

6:30
AM

6:00
PM

250
OPEN
DAYS

251
WORK
DAYS

FISCAL YEAR ‘19
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Two hundred miles from home, Esther 

Yoon rocks her stirring son, Jeremiah. She 

appreciates being able to hold him, even 

if it’s not in her home state of Maryland. 

Her current situation is leagues ahead of 

life in recent months. 

Jeremiah was born with a rare heart 

defect. Life flighted to Pittsburgh, he 

underwent major surgery. Meanwhile, 

Jeremiah’s family hurried to make 

arrangements for the emergency.

A HOME FOR JEREMIAH

“It was survival mode - 
time was not on our side,” Esther says. 
“I just thought, ‘he needs a chance.’” 



15

“It was survival mode — time was not on 

our side,” Esther says. “I just thought: ‘he 

needs a chance.’” 

The Yoon family didn’t hesitate. Parents, 

Esther and Sam, piled into a car with 

Esther’s sister, and they began the four-

hour trek from Maryland to Pittsburgh. 

Bouncing between a hotel and the 

hospital, the Yoons adapted to life with a 

newborn, who had only a 20% chance of 

survival.  

Time in the hospital proved busy; 

consultations and medical procedures 

composed Jeremiah’s schedule. And 

unlike most new moms, Esther was rarely 

able to dote on her newborn, and when 

she could, their interactions were dictated 

by his medical needs. “He was covered 

in tubes and tapes. I was always worried 

that the wrong move could hurt him,” 

Esther says.

All the while, hotel bills grew steadily as 

the Yoons finished the summer by their 

son’s side. 

Now at The Children’s Home, three 

months since Jeremiah’s lifesaving-

surgery, life for Esther and Jeremiah has 

gotten a little easier. Without the hospital 

hustle and bustle, Jeremiah has had a 

chance to get some much needed rest. 

And, his grandparents can visit without the 

stressors of a traditional medical setting, 

able to stay onsite (free of charge) in the 

Lemieux Family Center. 

Most importantly, Esther can spend time 

with her son in an environment designed 

to mimic life at home. “It’s a better place 

to connect and hold him,” she says.  

Living away from home is tough for Esther 

and her family, especially under such 

stressful circumstances.  But for the Yoons, 

support at The Children’s Home means life 

has gotten a little easier. And that makes 

all the difference. 
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PEDIATRIC SPECIALTY HOSPITAL  STATISTICS

CONFIDENT FAMILY CAREGIVERS
FAMILY CAREGIVERS IN THE PEDIATRIC SPECIALTY HOSPITAL LEARN
THE TECHNIQUES AND SKILLS TO KEEP THEIR MEDICALLY FRAGILE
CHILD HEALTHY AT HOME. 

FY 2009
$0.00

FAMILIES NEVER RECEIVE A MEDICAL BILL
If insurance ever falls short of covering the full costs of care, The Chil-
dren’s Home steps in to pay the bill. This philosophy of care ensures 
families can focus on what’s important — the health of their child.

EDUCATING CAREGIVERS
The Pediatric Specialty Hospital cares for 
hundreds of diagnoses, providing expert 

education for family caregivers.
Some demographics include:

Tracheotomy Care
Gastronomy Tube Care
Fragile Cardiac Patients
Feeders and Growers

Patients with Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome
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99% of families reported they felt 
comfortable returning home with 
their medically fragile child.99

1:3
NURSE TO PATIENT RATIO

To help families prepare for home, nurses don’t just provide care:
THEY TEACH. A low nurse-to-patient ratio means they can focus

on individual patient families to provide one-on-one training,
so everyone is confident and ready for home.

FISCAL YEAR ‘19



18



19

A NEW DECADE: 
WELCOMING PHYSICIANS 
AT THE CHILDREN’S HOME

A lot can happen in a decade. In the 

Pediatric Specialty Hospital, the number 

of patients doubled. With more medically 

fragile children than ever before — 

and of greater medical complexity — 

The Children’s Home’s newest onsite 

physicians are taking patient care to the 

next level.

“In Chicago during residency, I fell in 

love with caring for medically complex 

children. I did that for seven years after 

graduation. Since moving to Pittsburgh, 

finding The Children’s Home was like 

coming home for me. I couldn’t be more 

excited about joining the team!” says 

Dr. Beverly Brown. Having relocated 

from La Rabida Children’s Hospital in 

Chicago to Pittsburgh, she brings a depth 

of experience in the care of medically 

complex patients, with a background in 

teaching, too.

Education is important. Not only are Dr. 

Brown and Dr. Kate Yoder providing care, 

but they’re also teaching families how 

to care for their medically fragile child 

at home. With a decade of pediatric 

experience, Dr. Yoder is excited to work 

one-on-one with families, to help their 

child stay healthy after discharge.

With Dr. Brown and Dr. Yoder leading 

the care team, The Children’s Home will 

enter the next decade stronger than ever, 

fulfilling an essential gap in the continuum 

of care for kids.
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OUR INCLUSIVE PLAYGROUND
This past summer, The Children’s Home 

completed an over $300,000 project 

to build an inclusive playground. The 

Inclusive Playground is a community 

playground, designed so children of 

any ability and stage may play, explore 

and learn. Accessibility features include 

double-wide bridges, ramps, ADA 

swings, a wheelchair swing, ground-level 

elements and smooth rubber surfacing.

Located in Pittsburgh’s Friendship 

neighborhood at The Children’s Home, 

the inclusive playground is open to all. 

The Inclusive Playground hosts many 

sensory play features. Sensory play 

promotes child development, enhancing 

cognitive, motor, visual, spatial, social, 

auditory, tactile and other skill areas. 

Sensory elements include:

• Ground level musical instruments, 
such as a giant xylophone, drum, and 
warble chimes.

• The Sensory Tunnel, filled with light, 
color and texture.

• Infant balance bar, climbing walls, 
overhead pull and more.

• Cause and effect features like the rain 
wheel, color splash wheel, bongo 
drums, and the gear turner.

Visitors are welcome from 9:00AM 
to dusk, 7 days a week. Adult supervision 
is required at all times for any child 
18 years of age or younger.
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OUR VOLUNTEERS
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TOTAL DONATIONS
$1,759,962

DONATED GOODS & SERVICES
$282,260

thank you!
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WITH OVER 500 GUESTS, 
WE RAISED OVER $240,000!
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LIGHTS...CAMERA...
SHAKE YOUR BOOTIES!

The Children’s Home of Pittsburgh & 

Lemieux Family Center celebrated its 

18th annual signature gala, Shake Your 

Booties, at Heinz Field. Over 500 guests 

attended the event, including special VIP 

guests Sally Wiggin, Arthur Moats and 

Rick Sebak. And thanks to the generosity 

of supporters, Shake Your Booties 2019 

raised over $240,000 for children and 

families at The Children’s Home.

The 2019 gala guests were invited to 

take-a-stroll down the red carpet in 

old Hollywood fashion! Gourmet food 

stations, delicious drinks, music from 

Jason Kendall Productions, silent and 

live auctions, raffles, and more made it a 

night to remember. And a touching story 

brought to life the impact of Child’s Way, 

thanks to the Eberhart Family who spoke 

about their daughter, Allie.

The Children’s Home - Shake your Booties 2019 Event was produced by LUXE Creative, a Pittsburgh-based design 
agency working in the worlds of live music, the arts, large scale events, fashion and interiors.
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ANNUAL HOLIDAY JUBILEE
The Children’s Home of Pittsburgh

& Lemieux Family Center celebrated its 

3rd annual Holiday Jubilee. A free event 

for all, the Holiday Jubilee included a 

special appearance by Santa, activities 

for kids and holiday treats.

Over 2,000 gifts were donated for 

children and families served by The 

Children’s Home in an amazing show of 

support from attendees and supporters.  
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OVER 2,000 GIFTS WERE DONATED!
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IN MEMORY OF AJ
AJ was turning 9 years old, but this 

birthday was different than the rest. It 

was the cut-off age that he could attend 

Child’s Way, according to Pennsylvania 

law. Even though Patty Kitchen, his mom, 

relied on Child’s Way to care for her son’s 

medical needs while she worked, the 

law was the law — until she decided to 

change it.  

“Patty came to my office one day to talk 

about AJ and Child’s Way,” said Randy 

Vulakovich, then a state representative 

and soon to be state senator. “She invited 

me for an eye-opening visit to her own 

home to meet AJ. And after that, Patty 

asked me to see Child’s Way at The 

Children’s Home.”

Rep. Vulakovich got the picture: “In Child’s 

Way, I was immediately struck by the 

parent’s circumstance. There was a load 

taken off their shoulders with this program. 

I could see in their faces they felt safe 

dropping off their children, all of which 

had special needs, for daycare. And that 

made an impact on me.” 

And so, Patty, AJ, Rep. Vulakovich, along 

with The Children’s Home, began an uphill 

battle to change the system, so that every 

medically fragile child would have access 

to Pediatric Extended Care centers, like 

Child’s Way, after their 9th birthday.

AJ was born medically fragile. He needed 

a ventilator to breathe and nursing care 

to stay healthy and safe. And those health 

needs meant traditional daycares were 

unable to accept him. Like most families, 

AJ’s parents struggled to stay home 

and care for him, needing to work and 

maintain employment. With Child’s Way, 

however, AJ had a place to meet his 

health needs and make friends. 

“There were battles to be fought even 

before taking the legislative to the house,” 

Rep. Vulakovich explains. “I got pushback 

about the costs. But I knew it was the right 

thing to do for these families — the costs 

didn’t matter.” He added: “and when I dig 

my feet in on something, I don’t give up.”  
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After much work, in the summer of 2012, 

House Bill 1960 was passed. It extended 

the age of children eligible for Pediatric 

Extended Care Centers (like Child’s 

Way), from 8 to 21 years of age. And that 

meant for another 7 years, AJ happily 

attended Child’s Way, until his passing in 

November 2019. 

While AJ is no longer with us, his 

legacy lives on in the other children 

now attending Child’s Way and similar 

centers statewide, who’ve been able to 

stay beyond their 9th birthday. And for 

that, and so much more, he will always 

be a special part of The Children’s Home, 

cherished in the hearts of those 

who knew him.  AJ’S 
LEGACY 

LIVES ON IN THE 
OTHER CHILDREN 

NOW ABLE TO ATTEND 
CHILD’S WAY AND SIMILAR 

CENTERS THROUGHOUT 
PENNSYLVANIA.
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THE CHILDREN’S HOME OF PITTSBURGH

SOURCES OF REVENUE

$2,856,566.50

$1,079,744

$7,635,159.60

$1,666,789

1,806,693

397,999

$850,494

TOTAL: $16,293,475

MMA ACT 55

COMMERCIAL INSURANCE DONATIONS

INVESTMENT INCOME OTHER

MEDICAL ASSISTANCE SERVICE FEES



31

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

$2,109,298.07
Information complied using financial statement for Fiscal year 2019, prepared by Arnett Carbis Toothman, LLP. With responsible 

fiscal stewardship, The Children’s Home concluded Fiscal Year 2019 in a positive financial position.  

COMMUNITY BENEFIT
OVER $2 MILLION IN COMMUNITY BENEFIT WAS PROVIDED THROUGH 

CHARITY CARE, EDUCATION, ADOPTION SERVICES AND MORE.

US
E 

OF
 F

UN
DS

72.4 14.2 5.9 7.3

$11,775,450
PEDIATRIC

SPECIALTY HOSPITAL

$2,309,121
CHILD’S WAY®

$970,033
ADOPTION

$1,196,590
ADMINISTRATIVE

President: Mark A. Ganung
Vice President: Luke E. Sossi
Secretary: Marvin S. Yu
Treasurer: Amy Bass 

David Betts
Eric Boughner
David H. Cook
Ranny Ferguson
David M. Friedland, M.D.
Amanda R. Gerstnecker

Emily Landerman-Goldberg
Theresa L. Heck
Allison Howard
Julie I. Kline
Claire McGee
Alissa A. Meade
Sandra Hawkins Miller
Amy Nevin
Corey O’Connor
Jason D. Ott
Fred Sherman, M.D.

Steven P. Smith
Herve′ Tiberghien
Gwynn W. Wardwell
Geil Wesley Williams
Courtney Gordon Wissinger
Barbara E. Zawadzki, M.D. 

FISCAL YEAR ‘19
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5324 PENN AVENUE PITTSBURGH, PA 15224
412-441-4884

WWW.CHILDRENSHOMEPGH.ORG
@CHILDRENSHOMEPGH
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