ON THE WEB
www.childrenshomepgh.org

Our Web site has all the information
and resources you need about our ser-
vices, expansion and building project,
ways to give, and more!

Go to www.childrenshomepgh.org
for the full text of articles featured
in this newsletter and information
about other current events:

e The Children’s Home and other
adoption agencies and profes-
sionals will offer parent education
through International Adoption
Collaborative Training Sept. 26,
Oct. 28, and Nov. 28 at Chatham
College. (Story on page 2)

e Save the Date! Our 6th annual
Shake Your Booties benefit will
be Saturday, Feb. 24, 2007, with
Laurie Garzarelli and Tia Sylvester
co-chairing.

e Visit any Sten’s Stride Rite to get
a back-to-school activity calen-
dar with monthly Sten’s coupons.
Calendar proceeds benefit The
Children’s Home!

» Do you have a unique experience,
photos, or memorabilia, from
The Children’s Home you'd like to
share? Tell us your story!

e If you have a few hours to spare,
we can use your help! Stop by
The Children’s Home for Volun-
teer Night, the second Thursday
of each month, from 6 p.m. to
8 p.m. to help with a variety of
projects.
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WHAT'S NEW  Governor Rendell Announces $4.5 million in
State Funding for The Children’s Home Expansion
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Accepting the state’s $4.5 million funding for The Children’s Home of Pittsburgh’s expansion project

are: (I-r) David Malone, co-chair of the “Building Pathways to Growth” capital campaign; William
Wycoff, president of The Children’s Home Board of Directors; Pamela Schanwald, chief executive
officer of The Children’s Home; and Ranny Ferguson, co-chair of “Building Pathways to Growth”

and vice president of the Board of Directors.

On August 28, Pennsylvania Governor
Ed Rendell announced the release of
$4.5 million in state funding for The
Children’s Home of Pittsburgh in sup-
port of a vital expansion project that
will enable the organization’s unique
programs to serve more families in
our region.

This appropriation includes $4 million
from Governor Rendell and $500,000
from the House Democratic Caucus. It
is the first public funding in the history
of The Children’s Home of Pittsburgh.

Showing their support at the an-
nouncement were the Alizray, Belak,
and Sloan-Mosley families, along
with many friends, board members,
and staff of The Children’s Home.

Open Adoption Creates
Timeless Relationship, Priceless Memory

In 1992, Kelly Robinson placed her
newborn daughter, Kiersten, for
adoption at The Children’s Home of
Pittsburgh.

This spring, Kiersten was a bridesmaid
in Kelly’s wedding because of their on-
going relationship through open adop-
tion. Having Kiersten in the wedding
made the day perfect, Kelly says.

While open adoption can be defined
in many ways, it essentially means
the adoptive family and birth fam-
ily have established some type of
relationship that is comfortable and
beneficial to everyone involved.

Neither Kelly nor adoptive parents
Khris and Tom Jungling knew about
open adoption when they came to
The Children’s Home. The Adoption
social workers explained that Kelly,
and Khris and Tom, could decide what
type of adoption they wanted. They
all decided that open adoption was
the best choice.

The Children’s Home Adoption staff
are experts in coordinating open and

closed adoptions —and many degrees of
“openness” in between.

The Children’s Home has been facilitating
open adoptions for more than 20 years
and has found it to be positive for the
child, birth family, and adoptive family.

“Kiersten has a much better sense of her
identity [because of the openness],” says
Kiersten’s mother, Khris.

The Children’s Home provides birth par-
ents and adoptive parents with separate
counselors, a unique aspect of the pro-
gram, to ensure that every individual’s
needs are considered.

Kiersten’s birthmother and adoptive par-
ents chose to build their relationship over
several years before Kelly met her.

Since then, Kelly has attended many of
Kiersten’s school events, although there
is no set “schedule” for the activities
they share.

“Open adoption has helped remind
me over the years that it was the right
decision to place Kiersten for adoption,”
Kelly says.

Kelly Robinson (now Ulonska), left, and her
biological daughter, Kiersten, on Kelly’s wed-
ding day in May 2006. Kiersten’s adoptive
parents and birthmother chose an open adop-
tion through The Children’s Home.

Kelly plans to continue speaking about
her positive experience: “More people
need to know the reality of open adop-
tion and how beneficial it can be.”

For more information about the Adop-
tion program or to schedule a speaking
engagement for your group, please
call Connie Bach, Director of Adoption,
at 412-441-4884 or 800-961-7704.
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Child’s Way Nurse Opens Her Heart and Home A \World
Child’s Way pediatric registered nurse Mary Ann Hall and Of Adoptlon

her husband, Adam, were recently awarded the 2006 Perma- S t
nent Family Award by the Statewide Adoption and Permanency u ppor
Network of Pennsylvania for providing permanency to special

N Training to help parents
needs children in foster care.

with International Adoption
Since 2000, Mary Ann and Adam have cared for 11 children with

physical and developmental challenges while also raising their The Children's Home and several
daughter Sara, age 10. In addition, they adopted Melody, age 7, other local adoption agencies —
and are now adopting Sadgjic, age 2, both of whom have special including Catholic Charities of Pitts-
Mary Ann and Adam Hall, and daughter Sara, have welcomed — needs, “Being a foster parent,” Mary Ann says, “is one of the most burgh and Jewish Family & Children’s

Sadqic and Melody, as well as many foster children with special

needs, into their family. Clockwise from top left: Sadqic, Adam, rewarding things I've ever done.” Services OT PIttSburgh _ have team_ed
Mary Ann, Melody, and Sara. up to provide International Adoption

Collaborative Training (I ACT).

First Chief Clinical Officer Joins the Team | ACT will provide prospective par-

o - _ ents with the knowledge they need
As we move toward expansion in our new Penn Avenue facility, The Children’s Home of to make the best adoption deci-

Pittsburgh’s first chief clinical officer, Debrah Flowers, is helping to lead the way. sions for their family and resources

to help them parent a child from a

As the new chief clinical officer  dren’s Home’s medi- foreign country

(CCO), Deb, a certified registered  cal and health care
nurse practitioner, will prepare services with atten-
The Children’s Home to care for a  tion to expanded
larger number of medically fragile  clinical programming
children with more complex health  in  Child’s Way®
issues. and the Transitional
Infant Care (T.1.C.%)
and new Transitional

“Each member of the group brings a
different area of expertise that will
be valuable for anyone pursuing
or considering international adop-
tion,” says Connie Bach, Director of

. - Adoption at The Children’s Home.
“Deb is well-known within the health

care community, and her range of Pediatric C h —— 4 The first | ACT seminar, “Medical
_ _ _ ediatric Care hos- . . -
experience makes her highly quali- ital unit A few of the T.I.C. Hospital's dedicated staff: (I-r) Winona Bieganski, Issues in International Adoption,
, . . - ital units. _ g fin: M _
fied to provide direct supervision, P case manager; Deb Flowers, chief clinical officer of The Children’s will be presented Tuesday, Sept.
. . Home; Sandra Brown, reglsfered nurse; Lisa Giles, patient care man-
Strateglc plannlng, program de- She will also prOVide ager; Lucy King, social worker. As chief clinical officer, Deb will pre- 26, at Chatham CO"ege by Dr.
velopment, and patient care,” says OVGI’Sight, Ieadership, pare The Children’s Home's clinical services for expansion. Sarah Springer, a local pediatrician
Pamela Schanwald, CEO of The and clinical care in _ renowned for her experience with
. , . ) Deb plans to also work occasionally . . .
Children’s Home of Pittsburgh. the T.I.C. Hospital. _ internationally adopted children.
in a Level 3 NICU.
Most recently, Deb was a neo- | already knew that T..C. provided _ ) For more details about this and
" — . B _ For more information about our . .
natal nurse practitioner clinician  wonderful care,” says Deb, “but since other upcoming | ACT seminars and

in the neonatal intensive care | joined the staff, | have been so im- medllcal SCTVICes .o-r Upcoming (Iex- The Children's Home of Pittsburgh’s
pansion, please visit our Web site.

unit (NICU) at Hamot Medical pressed with the nurses’ high level of Adoption services, please visit our
Center in Erie. excellence, both clinically and in work- Deb Flowers can be reached at Web site or contact Connie Bach
ing with families.” dflowers@chomepgh.org. at 412-441-4884, ext. 203, or

As CCO Deb is responsible for the cbach@chomepgh.org.

clinical management of all The Chil-  In order to maintain her clinical skills,

TRIBUTES

The Children’s Home of Pittsburgh received contributions in honor  Tom and Peg McCausland Davis C. Burroughs, Jr. Sarah Morrison
of the following individuals between July 1, 2005, and June 30, Harry and Jean Merz Rebecca B. Caldwell el iy S Ele
. . Bruce and Connie Morrison Mrs. Deborah Cannon L. Richard “Dick” Norris
2006. To honor or remember your loved ones with a meaningful Evelyn Murrin Mr. & Mrs. Walter F. Carpenter, Jr. Lawrence M. O'Brien
gift, please include their names with your donation to The Children’s  Greg and Diane Peaslee lan Cohen Benjamin John Phillips
Home using the form on the back of this newsletter or on our Website. ~ Mike Polowski Mary and Vence Coles Celia Rae Jaffe
Rena Rapp Dolores Creighan Lillian Roberts
; b Joshua Joseph Reese Anita Davis Mr. & Mrs. Elmer F. Scheidemantel
For the Anniversary of. i;g)rli)élcc.hcaiuttrell Robert Madison Rhoton Norma Jean DeRubeis Harkins Mary S. Scott
Ray and Joneen Betler Betsy Clark William Ross Rhoton Jane McCall Dill Lois G. Staley
Alan and Fran Lefkowitz Jast Convard Elin and Jim Roddey Hanna Rae Ensworth Sara M. Taylor
. Robert M. Rosen Mrs. Victoria “Chick” Espie James and Lois Trogler
For the Birthday of: Q(I)ingge;afggzg g Vincenzo Sacriponte Richard John Ferla Frank J. Trujillo
Ray Betler Brittney Desselle Hannah and Kaitlyn Schaffer Nancy Fisher Theodore Twardus
Fran Lefkowitz Jim Diller Pam Schanwald Joseph A. Forrest Kacie Tweed
Joan Rouce Annie Engel Anne Serafini Ina Freedman Burnice Valen
Pam Schanwald Ranny Ferguson Katy and Fred Sherman Betty Fultz George Varnum
Elizabeth Vater Mr. & Mrs. James M. Ferguson, Il N. Kirk and Kirsten L. Singleton Myrtle Gedid A. H. Wardwell
Olivia & Alexandra Flynn Mary Jo Sistek Beth Harder Renee Wargo
For the Marriage of: laurte Cameral Henry J. Smith John J. Hart, IV Marion Way
Mr. & Mrs. Rae R. Burton, Jr. Andrea C. Geary D. Michael Thomas Thelma Haydon Herman L. Wesley
Lisa Todd and Roman Kyshakevych Harrison Goldberg Lisa Todd and Roman Kyshakevych David Robert Hecht Alice I. Wind_hager
Reid Goldberg Peter Joseph Urban Robert G. Hecht Gladys L. Wintner
In Honor of: Joseph M. Guenther Mr. & Mrs. Edward Wissing Richard and Elizabeth Henderson Helen and Albert Wolk
Mr. & Mrs. William Harbaugh Sally Wolfanger Bradley Laufman Henninger Mildred Weinberg Woolf
Beth and Dan Adams The Hecht Famil Elizabeth Ann Beattie Wylie Alverna Hockenberry Esther Zolt
g:ﬁ:lngcr)?recs.tABg[laei Christine HiIIiarg Dr. Barbara E. Zawadzki Janet Howard
Gabriel Belak Mrs. F. Worthington Hobbs, Il : Ja_cl'< Nathan Johnson
) . . . In Memory of: Philip M. Kanfush, Jr.
Patrick Benedict Judith A. Kindle _ Sheela and Tei K handani
Anne Boughner Rebecca Rose Lefkowitz Alice G. Abbett i? ca a_nh €) Raramehancan
Mr. & Mrs. J. B. Brown Loretta Maceyko Carol Ann Allen qun E. chker
Kate Burroughs George Manown Helen C. Anskaites X“de LIP?AS y "
Gianna Campanella Maureen E. Marko Alayne Antes Ti:l rewM ajei:’nil
Alyssa Carpenter Kristin and Ryan Marquis Edward Barno omasgvarsna
Roselyn Bathanti Joyce S. McVey )
John Belany John and Margaret M!cholas
’ The Children’s Home Robert Benedict Robert “Robbie” McMillen Morgan




T.I.C. Parents Reach Out

New parent volunteer group offers families an opportunity
to give and receive support

Past, present, and future families of the Transitional Infant Care (T.l.C.®)
Hospital can now connect through a new volunteer parent group.

Through focus groups The Children’s Home coordinated in March, parents
whose children were at T.1.C. in the past provided valuable feedback about
their own experiences before and during their stay in the T.I.C. Hospital.

Their additional interest in providing support to other families prompted The

The Children’s Home of Pittsburgh’s new building at 5324 Penn Avenue will be ready for Children’s Home to develop the parent group as both a volunteer opportu-
our expanded programs and services in spring 2007. nity and a resource.

CEO N Ote S “We remembered how confusing the time surrounding Jake’s birth and

stay in the neonatal intensive care unit (NICU) was,” say Jeanne and Robert

Dear Friends, Persuit, whose son Jake stayed in T.I.C. for several weeks in 2004.

Our new building looks more like  This will be a watershed year for The “We want to give other parents an opportunity to hear from parents who
a home every day! Construction at  Children’s Home and those we serve. understand the questions that arise when making the decision to transfer your
5324 Penn Avenue has been steady We are looking forward to joining baby to T.I.C.,” Jeanne says.

throughout the spring and summer the Bloomfield/Garfield and Friendship
with few delays. The entire build- neighborhoods and contributing to the
ing will soon be enclosed, with the  area’s redevelopment. Our new Penn
power running by November. The  Avenue home will allow us to serve
interior spaces will be finished dur-  thousands more children and families
ing the winter. in the coming years. “We hope to expand the
scope of the group when
we move to our new build-
ing,” says Robin Weber,
Director of Marketing at
The Children’s Home.

Parents in the group visit NICUs and serve as phone contacts for NICU parents
to call with questions, helping them form a community that will be a source of
information and strength
in difficult times. '

The project is on schedule for The Chil- ~ Several “grand opening” events will
dren’s Home to move into the 63,000 take place before, during, and in the
square foot facility this spring. The  months following our move. Please visit
selected moving company, several our Web site often to keep up with our
of which are under consideration, latest news and events. Thank you for

will assist with the logistics of moving  your ongoing support. If you would like to 3
our entire organization with as little _ participate in the T.I.C. »
. . . Sincerely, N
disruption as possible over a two to parent group, please con- ) <3
three day period. Z tact Audrey Innocenti at - -
ainnocenti @Chomepgh' The new T.I.C. volunteer parent group will provide a network of

Many employees and volunteers
B Y org or 412-441-4884 ext. information and support for all T.I.C. parents, such as Wendy
have taken “hard hat tours” of the Pamela R. Schanwald, R.N., M.H.S.A. 229 Moore shown here holding her twin daughters during their T.I.C.

building to gain a better under-  Chief Executive Officer Hospital stay in March.
standing of our new space and en-
sure a smooth transition of services.

2006 ANNUAL FUND DONORS

Individual Donors $500 - $999 Mr. & Mrs. Carl E. Williams Mrs. Ruth E. Place Glenn Charitable TUA
B " Mr. & Mrs. Robert B. Wolf Ms. Nancy N. Rohrich The Hawksglen Foundation
LELRE R 2e Xr?érﬁsat(:l::se Abrams Mr. & Mrs. Larry E. Wood mr. i Mrs. .gnhn C. Szlmhor]lf Hellzfry L. H:IIman Foundation
r. rs. Gregory Schaffer Hoffman Electric, Inc.

ii’jogozz more QT%QZESSI Bernier $250 - $499 Mrs. Kristen L. Stewart Roy A. Hunt Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Howard W. Hanna, Ill Mr. & Mrs. Cecil T. Cantrell Mrs. Kimberly A. Burdette Mr. & Mrs. David W. Sweet i hs ofng(_)m ssociates, Ha.
Dr. & Mrs. Joel B. Nelson bl [, P S (el Ms. Sgndra L. Colt Ms. Mar éret H Wé ers and ThinﬁasoMalrstiill Foundation
Mrs. AH. Wardwell Jr. Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Hilliard, Jr. Mr. Richard W. Cramer o D) Clark i

’ Mr. & Mrs. Jofin F. Hindelong Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Cr_ooks Mr & Mrs Jaﬁes R. Wardell MC el?l\yll- ggerl-sl OI:? e
$1.000 - $2.499 Mr. & Mrs. F. Worthington Hobbs, Ii Mr. & Mrs. Peter Fernie Vi & Mrs. Lawwrence R Werner North Hils Newoon .

' i VTS, ki 4. (el Mr. Donald L. Finch . - Lawre . orth Hills Newcome_rs and Friends
Anonymous _ Mr. & Mrs. Melvin V. Huck Ms. Ann K. Focer Mr. John C. Williams ) Olson Z_altman Assoqates )
Mr. Mark A Benninghoff and Ms. Theresa L. Kollar Mrs. Marlene H. Forrest Mr. & Mrs. Samuel S. Zacharias Operation Good _Nelghbor Foundation

Dr. David E. Kauffman Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey D. Malcolm Mr. Leslie C. Gibson Oracle Corporation .
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond T. Betler Mr. Robert D. McVey Mr. & Mrs, Gregory A. Harbaugh . ) Police Helping People Daily
Ms. Nancy L. Bromall Mr. & Mrs. John R. Michaud Mr. & Mrs. Scott E. Henderson Businesses, Foundations & Funds of The Pittsburgh Foundation:
Mrs. Davis C. Burroughs, Jr. Mr. & Mrs. James D. Newell Mrs. Rose M. Hilinski Organizations Christine S. Chandler Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas R. Donahue Mr. Ben M. Phillips Mr. & Mrs. Henry L. Hillman AES Beaver Valley, LLC Constantin Imhoff Fun_d
Ms. Mary A. l\_/lc_Donough _ Mr. & Mrs. Charles W. Prine, Jr. Mrs. Marcia J. Hopper Armstrong-McKay Foundation James and _Idamae Rich Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Wllll_ar_n W. Millar Mr. Roy F. Reed Mr. & Mrs. Michael H. Juba AT&T Slagle Family Fund
Mr. Robert A. Millisor _ Mr. & Mrs. James C. Roddey Mr. & Mrs. Thomas L. Jungling Cgptury Steel Erectors', Inc. C.H. Snyder Fund No. 2
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce W. Morrison Mr. & Mrs. Paul M. Salopek Mr. & Mrs. David B. Kavolak Citizens Bank Founda_ltlon The Cahouet Charltab_le Trust
e stewsled Lo Ol Mr. & Mrs. Eric M. Schumann Mr. & Mrs. Mario Lemieux De La Torre Foundation Norman C. Ray Foundation
Dr. Kathryn S. Wildy Mr. & Mrs. James F. Sherman Mr. & Mrs. James J. Lombardi Dell USA LP . Riding Trail Holdings, L.P._
Mr. Donald H. Pettler Mr. & Mrs. Daniel D. Smyers Mr. & Mrs. Ronald E. Long Dom'n'_or_‘ Foundation ' The Rhode IsI_and Found_at|0n
Mr. Jack Roach Dr. and Dr. Robert H. Squires Dr. & Mrs. Christopher Ludlow The William H. Donner Foundation, Inc. Ryan Memorial Foundation
Ms. Natalie |. Roberts Mr. & Mrs. Joseph N. Tosh, Il Mr. & Mrs. Charles March DSF Charitable Foundation Saleone Stone &_ Masonry Inc.
Ms. Jane H. Roesch Mr. & Mrs. Patrick F. Tully Mr. & Mrs. Sean M. McKinney Colonial Donation Fund of the Fidelity W. H. and Can_dme_ C. Spadafora
Mr. & Mrs. Ch_arles J. Vater Mr. & Mrs. Walter W. Turner Ms. Cynthia S. Monfredi Investments Charitable Gift Fund Fund_of the Fl_dellty Investments
Mr. & Mrs. William M. Wycoff Mrs. William F. Wegener Mr. & Mrs. Henry J. Murawski First United Methodist Church Charitable Gift Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Robert D. Yeager Nina Baldwin Fisher Foundation St. Nicholas Cathedral
» o . . o o Freedom Area Middle School StateLine Paving, LLC
Please note, due to limited space this listing does not include donors to Shake Your Booties. An all-inclusive donor list will appear GlaxoSmithKline Verizon Foundation
in the 2006 Annual Report. Your name is important to us and we want to get it right. While we have carefully reviewed the names YWCA of Greater Pittsburgh
listed here, please let us know if you feel your name has been omitted, misspelled, or incorrectly listed. Please bring the error to
our attention so that we can correct our records, and please accept our most sincere apology. Contact Kate Burroughs, Director
of Development, at 412-441-4884, ext. 222, or by e-mail: kburroughs@chomepgh.org. The Children’s Home 3
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PURPOSE IS TO PROMOTE

THE HEALTH AND WELL-BEING

OF INFANTS AND CHILDREN

THROUGH SERVICES WHICH

*New member

ESTABLISH AND STRENGTHEN
“Welcome Home” is published twice per year. If you would like to receive additional news and event information from The Children’s

Home, please send an e-mail to mvignovich@chomepgh.org to be included on our e-mail list.

THE FAMILY.

Edited by Kate Burroughs, Melanie Vignovich, and Robin Weber. Comments and suggestions are welcome. Please contact Melanie
Vignovich at 412-441-4884, extension 245, or by e-mail: mvignovich@chomepgh.org.

www.childrenshomepgh.org

PLEASE RETURN THIS COUPON WITH YOUR GIFT TO: FALL 2006

THE CHILDREN’S HOME OF PITTSBURGH 5618 Kentucky Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15232 « Phone: 412-441-4884 « Fax: 412-441-0167

Name:
Street Address: City, State & Zip Code:
Phone: E-mail:

£ YES, | want to support The Children’s Home of Pittsburgh. Enclosed is my gift of: £ $2,500 £ $1,000 £ $500 £ $250 £ $100 £ Other $

Gifts of $250 or more are listed in our annual report and newsletter.

£ Check enclosed for $
£ Please charge my donation of $

(payable to The Children’s Home of Pittsburgh)
£ VISA £ MasterCard £ American Express £ Discover
Card # Expiration Date

Signature Date

£ | prefer that my donation remain anonymous. £ | would like to learn about other ways of giving. £ My company will match my gifts.

Please check one only, if applicable:

£ My gift is in memory of; £ My gift is in honor of:

Please send a letter notifying the following person(s) of my gift:

Street Address: City, State & Zip Code:

You can also make a donation at www.childrenshomepgh.org. Click on “Donate Now” to use our secure online form.
To make a donation to The Children’s Home of Pittsburgh through United Way, please specify Contributor Choice #155 to direct your gift.

www.childrenshomepgh.org




